The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 

As Reported. 

1898 Nelson Murder 

A Deathly Drunken Brawl 

On a Saturday afternoon in March 1898, two men while under the influence of 
alcohol, commenced to quarrel outside the New Inn public house at the corner of 
Barkerhouse Road and Leeds Road in Nelson. 


The participants were Robert Thistlethwaite, aged 21, a 
weaver of Barrowford and 

Joseph Houldsworth, aged 24, a carter from Elm Street, Nelson. 
The pair soon got to blows with Houldsworth seeming 

to be having the better of the 

exchanges. For a couple of minutes they rolled around 

the ground intent of doing 

mischief to each other. Then Thistlethwaite appeared 

to slink away and went into a 

nearby alleyway. Within a minute however, he had re-emerged 
and without 

speaking suddenly dealt Houldsworth a blow with his 

fist, in which was concealed a 

pocket knife with its open blade. 

As Thistlethwaite turned to walk away Houldsworth screamed 
out, "Oh, he's stabbed 

me" and a number of onlookers went to the injured man's 
assistance. A local doctor 

who witnessed the incident immediately came to Houldsworth's 
aid and laid him on 

his back. Despite his expert knowledge he could do little 

for the man and within a 

minute Houldsworth was dead. 

Local constables were alerted to the incident and 
Thistlethwaite was at once 

detained by the officers. In his pocket was the bloodstained 
knife he had used and 


he appeared far from sober when arrested. As Thistlethwaite was escorted to the 
police station a large crowd followed behind. He seemed unconscious of what had 
occurred and once in the station he sat with his head buried in his hands. The police 
decided that it would be best to wait until he had recovered from his bacchanalian 
stupor before making the formal charge of causing Houldsworth's death. 

The crowd outside the police station soon had something else to 

attract their attention and this was the carrying though the streets of the dead body 
on a stretcher. The victims clothing was terribly stained with blood due to the fact 
that the main artery in his neck had been completely severed. Houldsworth had 
been a fine strapping 

fellow with an excellent character. Originally he came from Silsden in Yorkshire and 
was married with three children. 

The general opinion was that he had been averse to fighting Thistlethwaite and it 


was only great provocation that made him want to settle the matter. Thistlethwaite 
on the other hand was described in less complimentary terms by his associates. 
By Donald Jay 


